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Konica Minolta Publishes Educational Paper to Support
Orthopedic Practice Transition to Digital
Wayne, NJ, JUNE 8, 2016 (AAOE Booth #701) – Konica Minolta announced today the
publication of a technical paper to help orthopedic practices transition from Computed
Radiography (CR) to Digital Radiography (DR) in light of expected reimbursement
penalties for CR users over the next several years. The federal Consolidated
Appropriations Act of 2016, or the Omnibus Bill, includes a number of health-related
provisions including a reduction in Medicare payments for imaging exams performed on
analog X-ray and CR equipment. As key decision-makers from the American Association
of Orthopaedic Executives (AAOE) meet June 9-12 in San Francisco, they’re seeking
knowledge and advice regarding legislative changes and how IT solutions can drive
efficiency.
“With the recent passage of the Omnibus Bill, orthopedic practices that are using analog
and CR technology have the opportunity to seamlessly transition to DR for greater
efficiency with major financial incentives to do so,” said Guillermo Sander, Senior
Strategic Marketing Manager, The Americas for Konica Minolta.
“The educational guide from Konica Minolta can help orthopedic executives navigate the
challenging waters of reimbursement changes and technology transitions.”
Orthopedic executives in San Francisco for the AAOE conference will discuss the
consequences that declining reimbursements and increasing costs will have on their
practices, with analog technology users most impacted. Provisions of the Omnibus Bill
include a 20 percent reduction in the technical component reimbursement associated
with film X-rays beginning next year, and technical component reimbursement for

imaging services that rely CR will be incrementally reduced by seven percent each year
starting in 2018. With additional penalties planned starting in 2023.
Through the bill, the government intends to encourage orthopedic and other practices to
make the transition to digital technology. Some practices, however, are deterred by
misconceptions about costliness. The new educational paper from Konica Minolta
highlights various options for DR retrofitting, leasing equipment, and details how the
technology itself enables numerous practice benefits including:

•

Faster imaging and greater time efficiency

•

Greater clarity and diagnostic speed

•

Improved workflow and efficiency

•

Competitive differentiation in the marketplace, and

•

Overall lower cost of ownership

“The passing of the Consolidated Appropriations Act of 2016 makes it very challenging
for CR users to maintain their current levels of profitability,” explains Sander. “Our
Omnibus campaign educates managers and practice staff about the reimbursement
changes ahead, the return on investment DR delivers, suggestions for throughput
improvements, and how DR-transitioned practices are achieving their outcome goals.”
Visit Konica Minolta at AAOE at booth 701 for information on the Omnibus Bill and the
company’s current DR, PACS and Ultrasound offerings. You can also download the
Konica Minolta blue paper here: http://www.konicaminolta.com/medicalusa/omnibusinformation/
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